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A new impetus for BERNARD CONTROLS 

 

July 2015: BERNARD CONTROLS, one of the top three players in the global electric actuation market, gets a new 

momentum and proceeds with a capital increase in order to accelerate the pace of its research. 

This industrial family company started in 1936 with a motor workshop created by Lucien Bernard. It was then 

established in 1949 and it turned to a limited company in 1981, when Etienne Bernard became C.E.O.. Specialized 

in the electric actuator and figuring a strong position after many years of development in this market, the company 

now continues its expansion and transformation from an exporting SME into an international mid-size business. 

Indeed, since 2007, profound changes have spread over BC teams in their daily work life: improved production 

performance thanks to the Lean Manufacturing and improved efficiency thanks to a new ERP, launch of a new Group 

identity, investment in R&D and launch of new product ranges for Nuclear applications and then for the Oil & Gas 

market….And finally in 2014, a new Group organization structures the activities into ‘Operating Areas’ with sharing 

of responsibilities between C.E.O. and C.O.O.. Main objective: Customer Satisfaction, thanks to a wide global 

presence combined with local teams committed to Service Excellence. 

In a global market led by a few big players, BERNARD CONTROLS is the leader in the Nuclear sector, in steady growth 

in the Oil & Gas sector since 2011, as well as an historical actor in the Power-Water-Industry. Relying on this strong 

position, the company now wants to capitalize on the dynamism of its teams and on its leadership to stimulate 

innovation and accelerate the pace of its R&D. This strategy is indeed the key to consolidate the latest evolutions 

and to confirm BC leading position within the top 3 players in the market. 

This capital increase perpetuates the ‘Family Company’ model since Guillaume Bernard, Etienne’s son and current 

C.O.O. of the Group, takes an important equity stake in the company. Two financial investors support BERNARD 

CONTROLS and thus participate in this operation: the historical financial partner of the Group, NAXICAP, and the 

investment firm TIKEHAU IM, management company of TIKEHAU Group through Novi 1 fund (an investment fund 

created in France to support innovation and growth for SME and mid-size businesses). 

This important step then represents a new impetus for BERNARD CONTROLS, which thus proposes to its teams exciting 

challenges for the coming years! 

 

About BERNARD CONTROLS 

BERNARD CONTROLS designs & manufactures electric actuators and control systems for industrial valves’ automation. Global leader in the nuclear 

market, BERNARD CONTROLS is one of the main actors in the global actuation business. 

BERNARD CONTROLS relies on a strong international network based on 11 Operating Units in Asia, in Europe, in the Middle East and in the United 

States; as well as more than 50 distributors throughout the world. 

Leader in the nuclear market, BERNARD CONTROLS is also the close partner of challenging sectors such as Power generation, Water, Industry, 

Oil & Gas. Its solutions are suitable for all applications from on-off to high duty fast and precise modulating. The company’s products & organization 

have been certified according to main international standards (ISO 9001 - ATEX, INMETRO, GGTN, IECEX, INERIS, BUREAU VERITAS - CSA, FM, 

NEMA 7 and 9, TÜV…) and approved by the largest prime contractors & industrial players worldwide (ADNOC, ALSTOM POWER, AREVA, BLUE 

CIRCLE, BUREAU VERITAS, ENEL, EDF, ESKOM, GAZ DE FRANCE, GAZPROM, KNPC, KOC, LAFARGE, NIOC, PETROBRAS, QATAR PETROLEUM, SAUDI 

ARAMCO, SHELL, SOFRESID, TRACTEBEL, TECHNIP, TOTAL, VEOLIA...). 
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